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We at First United
Methodist Church come
together to be a Christian
community guided &
empowered by the
Holy Spirit to:
• Make disciples for Jesus
Christ,
• Serve our neighbor,
• Enjoy our fellowship.
Blair First UMC
1656 Colfax Street
Blair, Nebraska 68008
Phone:
402-426-2165
E-mail: office@blairumc.org
Pastor Gina Gile
ggile@greatplainsumc.org
620-794-1345
Website
View the Video
Sermons online
And find the Current
Newsletter
at: www.blairumc.org
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Thursday
9am-3pm

Online/In Person
Worship Times

9:00 - Worship
Facebook Live

10:30 In Person
Worship
(Registration not required
at this time.)
Sunday School/Youth
Options for Elementary
Ashley Bacon:
education@blairumc.org
MS/HS Youth, Jill Matney:
blairumcyouth@gmail.com
8th Grade Confirmation
Contact Pastor Gina.

Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
What beautiful words for this Easter Season and quite possibly
more poignant now than they have ever been! This year’s Easter Sunday
was certainly different than last year’s. Last year we were still shut-down
and everything was online. This year, many of us gathered for a beautiful
outdoor service out at Black Elk Neihardt Park with lovely music and
hymn singing. Many of us gathered in person back at the church for services. And, of course, many of us gathered online. All the services had a
familiar ring to them. It’s no wonder, I got a little choked up many times
throughout the morning, for instance, as we “gathered around” the Lord’s table for Holy
Communion sitting in our pews at the in-person services. Of course, we were social distanced “around the table”, but we were together feasting on a holy meal.
Our hope is that we can continue to “regather” in-person as a congregation for
weekly worship while being ever cautious. Online worship services will be a part of our new
normal. Online worship allows us to reach way beyond the church doors. That’s exciting!
It is also ever important to remember the most powerful reason we gather for worship, in
person or online, and that is because we are an Easter people. If we really believe what the
Gospels tell us happened on that first Easter morning and we really want to be part of God’s
Kingdom, our work begins well before the worship service and our work continues well
after the worship service ends. Corporate worship is a brief moment in time whereas the
work of the church continues on timelessly.
That’s why I would invite us to consider this Easter season as a springboard that
gives us the opportunity to continue the great momentum that has occurred all these many
months. We may have had to adapt our mission and ministries but our work as the church
continued and continues. Take a look at one such an opportunity on page 3 for the church.
It will provide the avenue for our church to shine in our community!
Praying for and with you!
Pastor Gina

Outdoor Coffee Fellowship
Second Sunday thru September
If you missed the first outdoor worship with coffee fellowship
you will have an opportunity to worship similarly on May 9th
(host UMM), June 13th, July 13th, August 8th, and September
12th at 10:30 AM Worship.
Hosts and Hostesses are needed for the above dates: (May 9th
has a host), June - August dates are still needing a host) Details
for serving, offering and food items will be sent to you by the
office. You may call the office to Host or use this link: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D45ABAC2FA1FD0-outdoor
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Men’s Book Club

Newsletter Deadline is the
19th of Every Month.

We will be meeting about once every month or two
(coordinated thru e-mail). Each member will pick a book and a month
to host. Anyone interested can contact Craig Folkers
(402-306-3730) for more details or to be added to the Club.
Next Meeting: May 23 @ 6:00 PM
Hosted at Kevin Poling’s home, 4028 Buckthorn Dr.
Will be discussing: The Sunflower by Simon Wiesenthal.

Faithful Book Worms

Miss a Sunday?
Listen to Sermons online at:
www.blairumc.org
Pastor Gina’s Contact Info: You may
contact Pastor Gina in the following ways:
*Cell Phone: 620-794-1345 *Church
Phone: 402-426-2165
Email: ggile@greatplainsumc.org
You may also friend her via Facebook: Gina Miles Gile. She will friend youth but
they must get their parent’s permission
first per the Great Plains Annual Conference Safe Gatherings policy.
* When calling via the cell phone number
or church phone number please leave a
detailed message and contact information.
Pastor Gina is accessible but not always
available and will return your call as soon
as possible.

Meets Monthly on the 1st Tuesday
at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall.
On May 4th we will be reviewing
Cold Comfort Farm by Stella Gibbons.
New readers always welcome in both groups!

United Methodist Men
Next Meeting:
May 8th, 7:30 AM
@ Kennard Grace UMC

United Methodist
Women
UMW will not meet
In person in May.

“Come & join the group for
breakfast, Christian
fellowship, fun & Devotions’’
All men are
welcome!

Tithes/offerings: Thank you for your continued financial support of Blair First UMC.
Please continue to mail your tithes/gifts to the church at: 1656 Colfax St., Blair, NE,
68008. Also, we currently have an electronic giving option. You may sign up via our
website: www.blairumc.org. You may also sign up by contacting the church office.
Thank you for your commitment and generosity during this difficult time.

Direct Your
Dollars

We have collected $90,000
towards our next $150,000 in
receipts to earn our next
$1,000.00!
Thank you for your support! Keep up the Great Work! If you
shop at Family Fare, please save your receipts! (the whole
receipt is needed)
Thank you for your support!
Keep up the Great Work
We have a basket just outside the office
where you can put your receipts.

VANCO ELECTRONIC GIVING
FAST, EASY, AND
SECURE
Support the work of Blair First UMC through electronic giving. Have you weekly or monthly contribution debited from
your checking or savings account and transferred directly into
the church account safely and electronically---you’ll never
have to remember your checkbook again!
We would love for you to get started!
Pick up an authorization form today in the Church office or
sign-up on line at: www.blairumc.org
under the “Give Online” tab.
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Coming Up in Worship
May 2

Holy Communion
Sermon Title: Connections
Scripture John 15:1-8
May 9th Mother’s Day //
Graduate Recognition Sunday
Sermon Title: Chosen
Scripture John 15:9-17
May 16th Ascension Sunday
Sermon Title: Can I get a witness?
Scripture, Luke 24:44-53
May 23th Pentecost
Sermon Title: An Everyday Pentecost
Scripture, John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
May 30th
Sermon Title: Strange Inheritances
Scripture, Romans 8:12-17
Worship Services
9:00 AM Facebook Live Services
10:30 AM In Person Worship
No Registration Required.
Second Sunday of the Month thru September
Outdoor Worship with Coffee Fellowship
Service is currently on the front lawn,
Bring a lawn chair or blanket.

Senior Recognition Sunday - May 9th
Graduation Recognition Sunday will be May 9th at the
10:30 Outdoor Worship Service. Seniors should RSVP to
the Church Office by May 2nd if you and your family plan
to attend.
During the service on May 9th we will ask our graduates
to come forward one at a time to be recognized. We will
present each graduate with their prayer shawl. If they wish,
each person will have an opportunity to share one
memory of their time at church as well as their plans for
the fall - work, school, undecided. We will pray a special
blessing upon our graduates. There will also be coffee fellowship and a graduate reception after the service.

Sacrament of Baptism Resumes
We have now begun worshiping in person which allows us the opportunity to offer baptism. All safety
measures will be followed. In the United Methodist
Church, we practice infant, youth and adult baptism.
In the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, "we are initiated
into Christ's holy church and incorporated into God's
mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through
water and the Spirit." The Introduction to the Baptismal Covenant says. "All this is God's gift, offered to us
without price." In all forms of Christian baptism, God
claims those being baptized, whatever their age or ability to profess their faith, with divine grace.
If you as an adult or youth wish to be baptized, or if as
a parent wish to baptize your infant or child, Pastor
Gina would love to meet with you and plan for it.

Happy Mother’s Day
to all the Women who have nurtured and cared for us.
“Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the
time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the
teaching of kindness is on her tongue. “ Proverbs 31:25-26

St. Paul’s Lutheran School of Arlington Accepting New Students
Looking for a Christian Education for your child? St. Paul’s Lutheran School of Arlington is just the place for you! St.
Paul’s Lutheran School has received National Lutheran School Accreditation and is open to all families that desire a
Christ-centered education for their children. We strive to nurture growth of the whole child (academically, spiritually,
physically, socially, artistically, and emotionally). All academic areas are taught in light of the Truth of God’s Word as
found in the Bible. Contact the office at 402-478-4278 or email: stpauls@stpaulsarlington.org for more information.
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A big thank you to everyone
who participated in-person and
online to keep our kids involved in our church happenings! Our final Children’s
Church and Kingdom Kids will
be Wednesday, May 5th.
We would love to include our Junior and Senior High students
(6th-12th, grade just finished,) help with VBS this summer. I will
have several roles to be filled, what fun we can have mixing our
children and youth and learning about Jesus together! Please
reach out and let me know if your Junior High or High Schooler
would be interested in helping me during Vacation Bible School.
Here are some dates to look forward to this summer!
May 5th- Final meeting for Children’s Church and Kingdom Kids
July 19th-22nd- Vacation Bible School- * Time Change- Will be
offered from 8:00am-11:30am- kids will be able to be dropped
off as early as 7:30am and picked up as late as 12:00pm- more
information to come!
Pictures of Wednesday Night Children’s Easter Egg Hunt below.

Vacation Bible School

Grades Pre-K - 5th Grade (Gr. Just finished)

VBS Dates are July 19th-22nd
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Youth News

May Schedule

Special thanks to Pam May 2nd- Last youth group at Lyon’s Park
Whilhelm and Roger May 16th- Graduation Sunday
Howland
For one of our service projects we were
able tofor
go taking
out tothe June 6th- Confirmation Sunday
time
comeWe
in to
share
Camp Fontanelle for their annual Easter
EggtoHunt!
had
faith
stories
with
ayour
great
time
helping
us!
We
have
learned
a
hide eggs around
lot andAs
area reward
seeing how
camp!
God
uses
our
gifts to
for their hard work
share
with
others
we
were
able
to goand
how He works differentziplining and bounce
ly inthe
everyone’s
lives! We would like to encourage all youth to conon
jumping pilsider going to camp this summer! There are
low!
many different camps to choose from, camp is
a beautiful place that will help grow your faith
in a fun filled environment! Please reach out
to Jill or the Office for a scholarship if needed!
Register on Camp Fontanelle Website:
https://www.campfontanelle.com/

Farewell
Last summer in the middle of a pandemic, after
being laid off from work there was a knock at my
front door informing me of an open position as a
youth director. After working in camp and youth
ministry for 6 years, I was so excited, it was an
easy yes! I have enjoyed my time here at First
United Methodist Church and getting to know
the youth, however, I regret to inform you that
May 2nd will be my last day here at First United
Methodist Church. I am so thankful to have had the opportunity to
serve with you! I was offered a fulltime position working in children’s
mental health back in November and have been promoted, and since
have moved fulltime to Omaha. With working both positions I have
had a lot on my plate and am feeling the need to step down.
Thank you to all the staff and council for all your help and coaching
along the way, you have made me feel so welcome and loved!
Thank you to the youth for all of your hard
work and the willingness to be open and flexible
this year! This experience has been a blessing
and will be praying for the future of the youth
and the church!
Jill
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Volunteer Service Days at Camp
Fontanelle
Help tidy up the campgrounds and buildings for the
Summer Camp and the Annual Fall Festival. Lunch provided to workers. Variety of jobs. We need YOU!

VOLUNTEER LAWN
MOWERS NEEDED:
We need volunteers (18 or older) to mow the lawn
during the summer months. We have a John Deere
riding mower for the large areas and need volunteers
to mow the lawn at least once a week. (We will instruct you on the operation of the mower.)
Ideally volunteers will take a month during the summer
and mow the church grounds and the parsonage
grounds on Friday or Saturday of each week. Trimming
will be done by others.
Please contact Rich Buckingham by email:
mrbuck@abbnebraska.com or by phone H: (402) 4685457, Cell: (402) 670-7628 if you are willing to help.

AUDIO / VISUAL
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
In a couple of weeks, we will be making upgrades to
our Audio / Visual system. We are looking for volunteers to be a part of a rotation to learn and operate
the new system which includes multiple cameras, live
streaming, and other technology. Volunteers would
work alongside our AV staff. This would be a great
opportunity for a high schooler. It would be great experience for them to include on a college resume.
Please contact Pastor Gina if you would be interested:
620-794-1345 or
ginagile@ymail.com

There is something for everyone. Contact the camp if
you have a specific skill to share, 402-478-4296 . Thank
you for your help! Start time 9:00 A.M. We always
have wood splitting, sawing, and chipping to do. Bring
cleaning supplies.
Spring Dates:
Saturday May 2, 2020
Saturday May 9, 2020

MCHHS COVID Vaccination Clinics
Looking for volunteers
MCHHS is doing the COVID vaccination clinics and is
in need of some volunteer help – both clinical and nonclinical. For the details of the positions that they need
help with and an application form please go to
blairumc.org and use the volunteer tab. If you are interested in volunteering, please fill out the applicationform and email it back to Kelsey (kmaas@mchhs.org)
and she will give you the instructions on how to sign
up.
Feel free to contact
Aaron Matson (atmatson@gmail.com) or
Allison Matson (allisonmatson73@gmail.com)
if you have any questions.
Thanks,
NOW Committee

Thank you for your support of our local food pantry “Joseph’s Coat”! Donations may be
brought anytime and dropped off in our“ Feed My Lambs” box located by the elevator on the
lower level or in the basket at the “Information Station” outside the office.
If you would prefer to donate by way of cash/check note
“Food Pantry” in the memo or on the envelope.
Peanut Butter
Pancake Mix
Hamburger Helper
Toilet Paper

Top Most Needed Items:
Cereal
Mac & Cheese
Syrup
Canned Chicken

Canned Mixed Vegetables
Jelly
Canned Corn and Green Beans
Toilet Paper
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Blair First UMC Vision
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Statement : “We are a faithcentered, welcoming
congregation that serves God,
our community, & the world
through our diverse ministry &
mission work. We are real
people, with real lives, & real
faith. We dig deep into the
Word so that we are prepared
to work in the world & to help
change lives in the name of Jesus
Christ. We are Blair First United
Methodist Church.”

First United Methodist Church
Office Hours– M-Th 9am-3pm
Church Office: 402.426.2165
Church Website:

www.blairumc.org
Email: office@blairumc.org

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
9:00 Facebook Live
Worship
10:30 In-Person
Worship

3

4
9:30 Faithful Bookworms in Fellowship Hall

5:30-7:30 PM Youth
Party @ The Depot
9 Mother’s Day/
Senior Recognition
(10:30)

10

7

7:00 NOW Meeting. Meeting by
Zoom.

5
6
Last Meeting until
Fall for Children’s
7:00 T.O.P.S
Activities.
6:30-7:00 Children’s Church
7:00-7:45 Kingdom
Kids (3rd, 4th, & 5th)

11

12

14

13
7:00 T.O.P.S

Office Closed

Office Closed

9:00 Facebook Live
Worship
10:30 Outdoor InPerson Worship/
Senior Recognition
with Coffee Fellowship afterwards.
16
9:00 Facebook Live
Worship
10:30 In-Person
Worship

17

23
9:00 Facebook Live
Worship
10:30 In-Person
Worship

24

18

Newsletter
Deadline

25

Clergy Session
Annual Conference
30
9:00 Facebook Live
Worship
10:30 In-Person
Worship

19

31
Office Closed

26

20
6:00 Trustees
7:00 Finance
7:00 T.O.P.S

27
7:00 Church
Council
7:00 T.O.P.S

Laity Session

21

8

15
7:30 UMM Meeting @ Kennard
Grace UMC

22

Office Closed

28
Office Closed
Online
Annual
Conference

29

Last normal Sunday
Worship, March 8, 2020.

The “2020” Highway
is Behind Us What’s Ahead in
“2021”

Short Stories Bible Study is
suspended.

Activities Suspended
in March

First Online Worship Pastor
Gina live streams from the
parsonage, March 22.

Trustees, Finance, Worship, Legacy, Children’s Ministry and Youth Council, and
Church Council continue through Zoom
meetings.

High School Seniors receive Prayer Shawls and
Youth Service Award announced.
Mask Pick Up - June 14.

Virtual VBS July 20-23.

Outdoor Worship
July-August.

Sensible Shoes Bible
Study in the Park in July.

Confirmands honored in
August.

Food Drives at Family Fare
(July & September)

Outdoor Family Style Sunday School launches in September which continues into Children’s Church and Kingdom
Kids later on.
Youth Meeting begin by Zoom, later meeting In Person.
Drive Thru Trick or Treat.

Virtual Crop Walk October

Short Stories Bible Study resumes in October.

2020 was not all “highway” but with the ups and
down, curves and potholes we traveled together
even though we were apart.
We still worshiped, outdoors, online and it has taken us into a new way to serve and send out the
good news through online worship, Children and
Youth kept in touch in many ways, VBS was held
online, Confirmands and High School Seniors were
honored, Book clubs and other groups found ways
to continue as best they could. We celebrated
Christmas, Lent, and Easter. Worship essentials bags
helped us feel closer, Drive thru missions, Communion, mask outreach, Third Grade Bible Presentation, food drives, volunteering for recycling - we
were still the Church, sharing Christ’s love in anyway we could. Continuing church business and
groups through Zoom meetings and later connecting in person with distancing and masks.
The road is becoming more in focus through the fog
and we can see that the end may be just a few hills
down the road! We have been blessed, had losses
of those dear to us, and yet we have learned that
God is with us no matter what and worshipping is
always better when we can be together in whatever
form it can be accomplished. It has propelled us into
the future of the church in a way that would have
never happened at this speed and we are touching
lives far beyond our church doors.

October begins
In Person Worship

Advent Study, Incarnation NovemberDecember.

November returns to
Online Worship Only.

Advent and Christmas
celebrated Online Only.

God has a plan for 2021 that we
will be a part of. What does the
future hold? Great things from
our GREAT GOD!

