
 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on 

me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find 

me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” 

declares the LORD.”        Jeremiah 29:11-14a 

 

On Sunday, August 16th during the outdoor evening worship service, we 

were able to finally confirm in the faith seven youth.  We began the 8th Grade 

Confirmation process way back in September 2019 but because of the pandemic 

we ended the process in 2020 by meeting via ZOOM. It was weird and awkward especially when technol-

ogy didn’t cooperate. However, through it all, I was impressed by the Confirmand’s commitment to the 

process.  It ended up being kind of fun and the Confirmands seemed to appreciate the opportunity to 

check-in once a week.  However, the weather on the 16th tried to thwart our plans for the service. Much 

like so many changed plans in 2020, all day long we waited and watched to see if our plans for the wor-

ship service were going change.  Thankfully, the weather cooperated! 

So, it seemed only fitting, then, that I use the Scripture from Jeremiah for my sermon that day.  

This prophetic letter by Jeremiah is written to the Israelites who are living in exile. Even in their captive 

state, God has promised a hopeful future.  I wondered out loud to the Confirmands and their families 

how hard that must have been to believe while in captivity. I added that the pandemic feels much like we 

are being held captive by a virus. It’s been difficult to remain hopeful for the future when so many of our 

plans keep changing.  What plans, right?   

Recently, we made a change to Sunday morning worship and upgraded our audio/visual equip-

ment.  The upgrade allowed for “live” music and no more CD hymnals.  For the first time since mid-

March, I did not have to lead the singing. It was a glorious day!  Also, it felt a bit odd having others join 

me in the Sanctuary after having been the only one in there since mid-March.  It was odd but it made me 

hopeful for the future when we can resume in-person worship services in the Sanctuary.  When will that 

be? What are the plans?   

Our Church Council met this week to make decisions regarding in-person worship and resuming 

activities.  We’ve been deciding month by month. So for the month of September we have made a slight 

change.  We’ve been worshipping outdoors on Sunday evenings  but now beginning Sept 6 and thru Sep-

tember we will worship outdoors on Sunday mornings at 10:30 am.  Being outdoors will allow us to be 

able to social distance and reduce the risk of spread.  We will continue Facebook Live only worship ser-

vice at 9:00 am that now offers some great live music by our talented musicians.  

Our Church Council is also aware we won’t be able to meet outdoors forever. Nebraska win-

ters have a tendency of showing up.  So throughout the month of September we will begin to access our 

building and its spaces.  We will explore ways in which we can set-up the spaces so that we can follow 

safety guidelines social distancing and procedure for sanitizing and cleaning.  

We also made the decision that we will allow our ministries to resume meeting in person in 

small groups in September but will only be allowed to meet Fellowship Hall.  What that means is that a 

small group such as a Bible Study or a committee can now meet in that space. We will require masks and 

social distancing.  I’ve also asked leaders on the Church Council to make sure that they offer a hybrid 

model for those gatherings, meaning there must be a ZOOM option for those who may not be able to 

attend in-person but want to participate.  We don’t want to exclude anyone. 

Now that we are able to meet in such a fashion, I will begin to offer Pastor’s chats.  I would like 

to gather small groups of you at different times for conversation and catching up.  We can spend some 

time listening to one another and our experiences throughout the pandemic as well as have a conversa-

tion of what the post-pandemic church might look like.  Where is God leading Blair First UMC to in all 

this?  More info about the Pastor chats can be found on page 3. 

Praying with and for you, 

Pastor Gina 

September Special Addition 

THE CORNERSTONE 
A Newsletter to provide information & 

inspiration for the members & friends of First 

United Methodist Church 

We at First United 
Methodist Church come 

together to be a Christian 

community guided & 

empowered by the 

Holy Spirit to: 

• Make disciples for Jesus 

Christ, 

• Serve our neighbor, 

• Enjoy our fellowship. 

Online/Outdoor 

 Worship Times 
9:00 - Worship  

Facebook Live 

10:30 Zoom Sunday School 

6:30 PM Outdoor Worship 

Register on 

www.blairumc.org or con-

tact the Office or Pastor 

Gina (see above) to register 

your attendance and read 

the guidelines. 

Online Sunday School 

Options for Elementary  

Ashley @  

education@blairumc.org 

MS/HS Amy @ 

youth@blairumc.org 

 

Blair First UMC 

1656 Colfax Street 

Blair, Nebraska 68008 

Phone:  

402-426-2165 
E-mail: 

office@blairumc.org 
 

Pastor Gina Gile 

ggile@greatplainsumc.org 

620-794-1345 
 

Website 

View the Video 

Sermons online 
And find the Current 

Newsletter 

 at: www.blairumc.org 
 

Church Office Hours:  
 

Monday thru Thursday 

9am-Noon 

http://www.blairumc.org


 

 

Vanco Online Giving Option 
We invite you to consider our VANCO online giving option.  You will find the link on our website:  
www.blairumc.org.  Scroll to the bottom of the home page and then click on the “Give now” tab.  It’s 
secure and easy. Also, the church office is happy to assist you.   

Tithes/offerings:  Thank you for your continued financial support of Blair First UMC.  Please continue to 
mail your tithes/gifts to the church at: 1656 Colfax St., Blair, NE, 68008.  Also, we currently have an elec-
tronic giving option.  You may sign up via our website: www.blairumc.org.  You may also sign up by con-
tacting the church office.  Thank you for your commitment and generosity during this difficult time.   

Men’s Book Club 
Men’s Book Club will meet Tuesday, September 22nd, at 6:30 PM meeting at 

Kevin Poling’s house. They will be discussing The Amazing Adventures of 

Kavalier & Clay by Michael Chabon. Combining virtual zoom mtg with live 

outdoor meetings.  Come join us!!   

 

Thank you for so many nice cards, letters and notes for my 

birthday. It was so nice to hear from everybody. 

  Irene Champ 

 

Mailing List for Newsletters & Bulletins 
Those receiving mailings will be getting a post card  survey in their next let-

ter. 

Keeping those without internet access up to date is very important but as 

stewards of the church’s resources we need to know if you are using this 

resource or are not interested in receiving the newsletter and Sunday Bulle-

tin. 

Please return the postcards enclosed in your September newsletter to the 

church so that we may update our records, and serve the church community 

while being mindful of our costs. 

 

COMMUNICATION AVENUES 
The pandemic has surely made it apparent that there is a plethora of ways 

that people want to receive information.  Throughout the pandemic we have 

shared information primarily through the avenues of snail mail, email, face-

book posts, and announcements during the Facebook Live worship service.  

Recently, we’ve had a few inquiries about communicating via text messages.  For instance, a Sunday morning text reminder that wor-

ship is about to begin or a reminder for a committee meeting.  We will be adding the texting option soon.  We realize this may not be 

a viable option for some since cell phone data plans differ.  We will include a “stop text” option. Thank you for your patience as we 

continue to communicate information as timely and efficiently as possible.  

 BBQ Reimagined at Camp Fontanelle 
Come out to Camp Fontanelle on Sunday, September 20th and help celebrate all of the 

blessings over the year. You might think, WHAT! COVID took away summer camp; COVID 

is affecting the fall season! What COVID did was start the staff thinking outside the box. 

Family Escapes was created and Virtual Camp was offered. YES, it is a time to celebrate! The 

day will not look the same. All activities will be held at the top of the property in the corn 

maze area. The day will begin with worship at 11:00 a.m. It will be a time of praise and cele-

bration as we thank God for all of the gifts and blessings we have received.* At noon, the 

Grilling Station will be open for business. It will be located near the Camping Caves and offer 

hamburgers and hot dogs. Included with the meal will be chips, carrots, dessert and a drink. 

A suggested donation of $6.00 per meal. The Petting Barn was chosen as the auction area, as 

it allows for social distancing. With the stage, the quilts will be clearly visible. While it has 

not been determined as of yet, the intention is to have both the online auction as well as the 

live auction. Bidding will be based on the highest bid that is online at the time of the auction. 

There is potential, that the live auction will be able to be live online. Questions, please con-
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VISION & 
STEWARDSHIP 

TEAM 
Pastor Gina and members 

of the Vision & Stewardship 

Team will be offering op-

portunities for a time of social distanced fellowship and conversa-

tion.  We will catch-up with one another as well as ask and discuss 

the following prompting questions: 
Prompting Questions for reflection: 

• What has been a God Sighting for you during the pandemic? 

• What has been the biggest struggle for you during the         

pandemic? 

• What are your hopes for Blair First United Methodist Church 

now and going into the future? 

•  

You may sign up to attend one of the following meeting by calling 

or emailing the church office.  There is a limit of ten people per 

meeting.   

In-Person – Fellowship Hall (ZOOM option available) 

• Masks required throughout the meeting 

• Social Distancing practiced 

• No beverages / snacks allowed 

• No Contact such as hugs or handshakes 

Morning:  Tuesday, September 8 @ 10:00 AM  

Morning:  Wednesday, September 9 @ 10:00 PM 

Evening:  Tuesday, September 15 @ 6:30 PM 

    Direct Your Dollars  
We Have Received  

$140,000 towards $150,00 goal  

for our next $1,000! 
 

 

Thank you for your support!  

Keep up the Great Work! 
 

 If you shop at Family Fare, please save your receipts!   

(the whole receipt is needed)  

 

Washington County Food Bank Needs: 
September is “Breakfast for Supper” Month 

Breakfast Cereal, Muffin Mix, Pancake Mix and 

Syrup, Boxed Individual Instant Oatmeal Packets 
 

All Food items are in demand. 

Spaghetti Noodles & Spaghetti Sauce 

Boxed Instant Potatoes 

In-Person – Outdoors on Parsonage Lawn (ZOOM option availa-

ble) 

• Masks required when entering space / may remove once seat-

ed and socially distanced 

• Social Distancing practiced 

• Beverages / snacks allowed 

• No Contact such as hugs or handshakes 

Afternoon:  Tuesday, September 8 @ 1:00 PM 

Afternoon:  Wednesday, September 9 @ 1:00 PM  

Evening:  Wednesday, September 16 @ 6:30 PM 

 
NEWLY FORMED ONLINE WORSHIP TEAM 
If you would like to be a part of this new team that has been de-

veloped for our online services and have audio visual technical 

skills or are willing to learn - Please contact Amy Larsen, Online 

Worship Team Coordinator at media@blairumc.org. 

 
 

Be an Active Part of our Youth 

Program Future 
 
Youth Council Tuesday, September  8th at 7:00 

PM via ZOOM. All parents and youth are wel-

come to participate and bring their ideas. 

Be a part of this important Ministry to our youth and youth fami-

lies.  

 

 COMING UP IN WORSHIP 

  Sermon Series - Come to the Table  
 
 September 6 

Scripture:  Matthew 18:15-20 

Sermon Title:  Open Tables 

Holy Communion (Online and Drive 

Through, see article to the right) 

  

September 13 

Scripture:  Romans 14:1-12 

Sermon Title:  Welcome Tables 

 
September 20 

Scripture:  Matthew 20:1-16 

Sermon Title:  Bigger tables 

September 27 

Scripture:  Philippians 2:1-13 

Sermon Title:  Turn the Tables 

 
Drive Thru Communion, Sunday, September 6 
Rev. Gina Gile will offer a drive thru Communion on Sunday 

after the 10:30am Outdoor Service from 11:00am-Noon. 

Please indicate if you wish to partake of Holy Communion. 

 

Worship Committee Requests 

Donations of  Altar Flowers 
Worship Committee has begun to use fresh floral arrange-

ments on the altar for Worship during online services and 

hope to continue when we return to the sanctuary. If you are 

able to serve the church in this way please contact Linda 

Howland, Chair of Worship, (402 690-2196) to schedule a 

time for your gift. 

 

 

Registration Required for 

Outdoor Worship 

Sundays @ 10:30 
Please register by Thursday by 

calling the office (402) 4262165 

or email your attendance 

office@blairumc.org 
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Outdoor Confirmation Worship 
On Sunday, August 16th, the 2019-2020 Confirmation Class was confirmed during the outdoor worship service. We wel-

come seven young people into our congregation. Thank you Sign Dreamers of Blair for the awesome “Confirmed” signs. 

Top Picture: (Left to Right) Cassidy Goeken, Bella Matzen, Daniel 

Grabowski, Garrett Anderson, Nate Wachter (holding Hannah Mackie’s 

portrait), Brady Thomas and Pastor Gina Gile. 

Picture to the right: Hannah Mackie’s portrait with Pastor Gina. Hannah at-

tended in her car due to quarantine. 

Lower Left: Families sat in their family units with the confirmands until they 

were called forward with one family member to be blest. Pictured - Goeken 

Family. 

Lower Right Wachter Family. 

Pictured Above: A wonderful ceremony for the Confirm-

ands and their families. Cassidy Goeken in foreground. 

Left: Matzen Family. 

 
“For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.”  Jeremiah 29:11 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2029%3A11&version=NIV


VBS 2020 

 

We kicked off the school year with our annual Blessing of the 
Backpacks!  We had 18 of our children, and their families, 

join us for Blessing our backpacks and devices this school 
year!  Pastor Gina gave a message and we prayed over every-

one to have a safe and exciting school year, no matter how it 
may look.  Sign Dreamers of Blair put up an awesome “Back 

to School Blessings” sign for us!  We played a few minute to 
win it games within our family units and had a lot of FUN! 

Thank you to everyone who joined us!!   
We are in the works for creating ideas for the Children’s 
Sabbath this October and how that will look.  We will also 

have 3rd grade bibles this day as well.  Please be looking for an 
email with this information coming soon! 



 

 

Sunday 

 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 

         
    
 

 

 

 1  

 

9:30 Faithful Book-

worms meeting 

outside on the 

green space. 

2  

 

3 

 

  4 

 

Office Closed 

 

 

 5   

 

 

6 

9:00 Facebook Live 

Worship 

10:30 Outdoor 

Worship  

11am-Noon Drive 

Thru Holy Com-

munion. 

RSVP bring your 

chair or blanket. 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

 8 

10 am Pastor Chat 

In Fellowship Hall 

1:00 Pastor Chat 

Outdoors by Par-

sonage 

 

6:30 Children’s 

Ministry 

7:00 Youth Council 

9 10 am Pastor Chat 

Fellowship Hall 
1:00 Pastor Chat 

Outdoors by Parson-
age. 

6:30 Family Style Sunday 
School Kick Off - Out-
doors 

6:30 Short Stories 
Bible Study Fellow-

ship Hall. 

10 

 

 

  11 

 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

  12 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  13    

9:00 Facebook Live 

Worship 

10:30 Outdoor 

Worship  

RSVP bring your 

chair or blanket. 

 

 

 14 

 

 

  15    

 

6:30 Pastor Chat in 

Fellowship  Hall 

  16 

6:30 Pastor Chat 

Outdoors by Par-

sonage. 

6:30 Family Style 

Sunday School -

Outdoors 

6:30 Short Stories 

Bible Study in Fel-

lowship Hall. 

  17 

 

6:00 Trustees 

7:00 Finance 

 

 

 

  18 

 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

  19 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

  20  

9:00 Facebook Live 

Worship 

10:00 Outdoor  

Sunday School  

10:30 Outdoor 

Worship  

RSVP bring your 

chair or blanket. 

 

 

  21   

 

 

 

  22 

 

 

6:30 Men’s Book 

Club by Zoon and 

@ Kevin Poling’s. 

 

 

23 

 

 

6:30 Short Stories 

Bible Study in Fel-

lowship Hall. 

24 

7:00 PM -  Church 

Council Meeting 

TBD Zoom or in 

person 

  25 

 

Office Closed 

 

 

  26 

 

27 
9:00 Facebook Live 

Worship 

10:00 Outdoor  

Sunday School  

10:30 Outdoor 

Worship  

RSVP bring your 

chair or blanket. 

28 29 30 

 

 
6:30 Short Stories 

Bible Study in Fel-

lowship Hall. 

   

Blair First UMC Vision Statement : “We are a faith-centered, welcoming congregation that 

serves God, our community, & the world through our diverse ministry & mission work. We are real 

people, with real lives, & real faith. We dig deep into the Word so that we are prepared to work in the 

world & to help change lives in the name of Jesus Christ. We are Blair First United Methodist Church.” 

First United Methodist Church 

 Office Hours– M-Th 9am-3pm 

Church Office: 402.426.2165       

Church Website: www.blairumc.org  
Email: office@blairumc.org 

2020 

Outdoor Worship Registration  

Required 

Register to attend before Thursday 

online office@blairumc.org 

or call Church Office  

402-426-2165  
Website www.blairumc.org has more in-

formation on Safety Guidelines. 

The calendar has been updated due to errors and recent additions.  
Please Note: Church related meetings may meet in Fellowship Hall following social distancing and safety guidelines. Outside groups are 

unable to meet in September. Pastor Chats signup may be made by contacting the office or Pastor Gina Gile. 

http://www.blairumc.org

